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SUBJECT: CONTACTS WITH VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 2002 

1 . EMBASSY NOTED WITH INTEREST RELATIVELY CONCILIATORY 
REMARKS CONCERNING RELATIONS WITH U.S. BY VIETNAMESE 
PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG (REPORTED AUGUST 18 INTERNATIONAL 
HERALD TRIBUNE) BEFORE COLOMBO NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE ON 
AUGUST 17. 

2. THE COMMENTS BY LOCAL VIETNAMESE CHARGE TO EMBOFF ON 
AUGUST 17. 

2. THE COMMENTS BY LOCAL VIETNAMESE CHARGE TO EMBOFF ON 
AUGUST 17 JUXTAPOSED AGAINST STATEMENT ON SAME DAY AT 
COLOMBO BY PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG SUGGEST THAT VIETNAMESE 
EMBASSIES AROUND WORLD MAY HAVE RECEIVED INSTRUCTION TO 
IMPROVE CONTACTS WITH AMERICAN DIPLOMATS. WE WONDER. 
THEREFORE, IF DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED RECENTLY INDICATIONS 
OF CONTACT SIMILAR TO THAT REPORTED REFTEL. 
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